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Gambling means taking part in an activity or game where you risk money in order to win
more money. Winning, in this case, is mostly about chance, although some games can
involve skills too. Lotteries, slot machines or bingo depend purely on luck. Other games,
such as playing cards, require some skills, which means that knowing how to play can
influence the results. A win is never guaranteed, though, as the game involves chance, and a
player has no control over the cards he or she is dealt. The outcome is usually down to
chance, so you might leave with less money than you started off with, and sometimes with
nothing at all. Even the best players can have a losing hand. There are many types of
gambling. Casino games, sports betting and state lotteries are some of the most common
forms of gambling. In the Internet era, online games, such as poker and other card games
are very popular and easily accessible. There are cultural games too, such as Mahjong and
Native American stick games. There are famous cities that have a high number of casinos.
The gambling capital of Europe is Monte Carlo, while the most important gambling cities in
the US are Las Vegas and Atlantic City.   
 
Many people gamble for fun and entertainment, not just to make money. Some people
gamble because of boredom or loneliness. The problem with gambling is that it may start as
a casual pastime or hobby, but can end up as an addiction. Many people can use
substances or become engaged in activities without any significant problems. Some people,
however, may experience damaging psychological and physical effects when their habit
becomes an
addiction. People with an addiction do not have control over what they are doing, taking or
using. Their addiction may reach a point at which it is harmful. Addictions do not only
include physical things we consume, such as drugs or alcohol, but may include virtually
anything, even abstract things, like gambling. 
 
Addiction to substances, such as alcohol and drugs, or activities, such as gambling can
sometimes lead to serious problems at home, work, school and socially, because it is
gradually becoming the major focus of a person's life.

Gambling and Bad habits 



to gamble           szerencsejátékot 
                             játszani

to risk                  kockáztatni
chance                szerencse
skill                      tudás, 
                             hozzáértés

lottery                  lottó
slot machine       játékautomata
purely                   tisztán
to require             követelni, 
                              igényelni

win                        nyerés, 
                              győzelem
to deal a card      kiosztani 
                              egy lapot

outcome               kimenet
to leave with 
less money           kevesebb 
                               pénzzel távozni

a losing hand        vesztes lapok
betting                   fogadás
most common      leggyakoribb

era                                     korszak
accessible                        elérhető
gambling capital              szerencsejátékos 
                                           főváros

for fun                                szórakozásból
to make money                 pénzt keresni
boredom                            unalom

loneliness                          magány
pastime                              időtöltés

addiction                            függőség
substance                          anyag

significant problem           jelentős probléma

damaging                           káros, tönkretevő

habit                                    szokás
harmful                               káros

to consume                        elfogyasztani
abstract                              elvont

to lead to serious 
problems                            komoly 
                                             problémákhoz 
                                             vezetni

gradually                             fokozatosan
 

Important words and expressions 



lottery                        lottó

scratchcard               kaparós sorsjegy

dice                             kockázás

betting                        fogadás

casino games            kaszinó játékok

gambling machine
slot machine
fruit machine             nyerőgép játékgép

bingo                          bingó
 

There are many forms of gambling, including lotteries and scratch cards,
card games like poker and blackjack, betting on sports or events, playing
casino games, gambling machines or bingo.

Forms of Gambling 



In Hungary, a state owned company has exclusive rights to distribute number
games, sports bets and prize draw tickets throughout the entire territory of the
country and it also has interest in four Hungarian casinos. The company operates
seven number draw games, such as five-number draw lottery, six-number draw
lottery, Scandinavian Lotto, Joker, Keno, Luxor, and Puttó; three types of sports
bets, including Toto Pools, Tippmix, and Goal Toto; and a portfolio of prize draw
tickets. 
 
Instead of the word lottery, often the word lotto is used to describe the same
game. In Hungary there are two kinds of lottery: a five-number draw and a six-
number draw. The five-number draw is called “Ötöslottó” and you have to select
five out of 90 numbers. The TV drawings are on Saturdays. The six-number draw
is called “Hatoslottó” and you have to select 6 out of 45 numbers. The TV
drawings are on Sundays. 
 
You have to mark the numbered squares on a play slip, then take the play slip to
a lottery retailer. The retailer enters your selection in the on-line terminal, which
produces your game ticket. The ticket, not the play slip, is the official receipt and
must be presented and validated in the event of a win.

How to Play the Lottery in Hungary 



lotto/lottery
drawing                      lottósorsolás

to select/to pick
numbers                     kiválasztani 
                                    a számokat

play slip                      játékszelvény

jackpot                       főnyeremény

state owned             állami tulajdonban lévő

to distribute              terjeszteni

sports bet                 sportfogadás

to have interest in         érdekeltsége 
  van valamiben

to operate                  üzemeltet

instead of                  valami helyett

to describe                leírni valamit

to mark                      megjelölni valamit

numbered square           számozott négyzet

play slip                     játékszelvény

retailer                       kiskereskedő

game ticket               játék jegy

receipt                       blokk, szelvény

to validate                 érvényesíteni
 

Important words and expressions 



Woman: Hi Tim, I’m calling about Dad.
Man: What’s he done again?
Woman: You know he’s not been himself since Mum passed away.
Man: He was in a bad way after the funeral but I thought he’d pulled himself
together.
Woman: Yes and no. He goes out more but I don’t like where he’s going.
Man: Why? What’s going on?
Woman: I found a pile of scratch cards and horse betting magazines when I
went to clean up.
Man: He never was into betting.
Woman: That’s what makes me worried. All the more so because I found a
stash of wine bottles in his bedroom.
Man: That’s bad. Do you think he’s been drinking?
Woman: I’m worried because those bookies can take advantage of people,
especially when they are not sober. And what if he get mugged or worse?
Man: Let’s call Uncle Bill. His best mate surely knows what’s happening.
Woman: He must be terribly lonely. Why don’t you take him out at the
weekend?
Man: We could go to see a match. Our team’s playing.
Woman: Great idea. And then go to the pub. You could talk to him,  man-to-
man.
Man: I’m not very comfortable with this. But I’ll try my best.
  

DRINKING PROBLEM, BETTING – 

alkoholproblémák, szerencsejáték 



I’m calling about Dad.                 Apa miatt telefonálok.

What’s he done again?                Már megint mit csinált?

He’s not been himself
since Mum passed away.           Nem önmaga, amióta anya meghalt.

Yes and no.                                  Igen is, meg nem is.
What’s going on?                         Mi történik?

That’s what makes me
worried.                                         Pont emiatt aggódom.

Do you think he’s been
drinking?                                       Szerinted iszik?

And what if he gets
mugged or worse?                       És ha kirabolják, vagy valami rosszabb történik?

Why don’t you take him
out at the weekend?                    Miért nem viszed el valahova hétvégén?

You could talk to him,
man-to-man.                                 Beszélhetnél vele, mint férfi a férfival.

I’m not very
comfortable with this.                 Kicsit kényelmetlenül érzem magam ettől.

But I’ll try my best.                       De igyekezni fogok.

 

Important Phrases and Words 



to pass away                                     meghalni

to be in a bad way                             rossz állapotban lenni

funeral                                                temetés 

to pull oneself together                    összeszedi magát

scratch card                                       kaparós sorsjegy

bet                                                       fogadás 

to be into something                         valami iránt érdeklődni, 
                                                             valamiben benne lenni

all the more so                                   főleg, még inkább

a stash of                                           elrejtett 

bookie                                                 bukméker 

to take advantage of someone        kihasználni valakit

sober                                                   józan

Important Phrases and Words 



Man: Katie, have you got an Aspirin?
Woman: Oh, look at you. What’s happened to you?
Man: I went out to the pub last night.
Woman: Is that how you got a black eye?
Man: I honestly have no idea how that happened. I went out with my old schoolmates
and we had one too many.
Woman: Here’s an Aspirin but I think you should see a doctor.
Man: I’m fine, really.
Woman: No, you’re not. I hope you didn’t drive this morning. You look more drunk than
hung-over. 
Man: I took a taxi. 
Woman: Don’t you think you should take better care of yourself? You must have
passed out if you don’t remember how you got that black eye.
Man: We don’t normally end up like this. It was a special occasion, Jack’s son was
born.
Woman: How about last month? And Christmas, and I also recall your birthday
blackout… 
Man: That one has slipped my mind…
Woman: I think you should get some help. Binge drinking can ruin your health.
Man: You must be right. I feel pretty ruined right now…
Woman: Come on, it’s no joking matter. You should do something about it. Talk to your
GP and see a counsellor.

DRINKING – ivászat



black eye                                                  monokli 
honestly                                                    őszintén 
schoolmate                                              iskolatárs 
to see a doctor                                         elmenni orvoshoz
to be hung-over                                       másnaposnak lenni
to take better care of something           jobban vigyázni valamire
to pass out                                                elájulni 
special occasion                                      különleges alkalom
to recall                                                     emlékezni valamire
binge drinking                                          mértéktelen ivás
to ruin one’s health                                  tönkreteszi az egészségét
GP (General Practitioner)                       háziorvos

 

Look at you!                                             Hogy nézel ki?
What’s happened to you?                       Mi történt veled?

I have no idea how that happened.       Fogalmam sincs, hogy történt.
We had one too many.                            Többet ittunk a kelleténél.

Don’t you think you should take care?   Nem gondolod, hogy vigyáznod kéne?
We don’t normally end up like this.        Általában nem szoktunk ilyen állapotba kerülni.

How about last month?                           Na és a múlt havi?
That one has slipped my mind.              Az kiment a fejemből.

I think you should get some help.         Szerintem segítséget kellene kérned.
You must be right.                                   Igazad van.

It’s no joking matter.                               Ez nem tréfadolog.
You should do something about it.       Tenned kellene valamit ez ügyben.

 

Important Phrases and Words 



Woman: What’s up with you, Mike? You’re so jumpy today.
Man: You’re right, I feel antsy.
Woman: What’s going on?
Man: The thing is I decided to quit smoking. I haven’t had a smoke for two days.
Woman: Really? You’re doing the right thing. Just keep it up.
Man: I know. But it isn’t easy.
Woman: Have you tried nicotine patches? They say they work pretty well. My dad
also stopped about 5 years ago and he keeps saying it was the best decision ever.
Man: How did he do it?
Woman: He used patches but he also went to see a counsellor. The doctor basically
said he had no choice.
Man: I have tried quitting twice. First it was my girlfriend who really wanted me to
stop but then we broke up. Then I challenged my brother to see who can go without
a smoke longer.
Woman: Who won?
Man: He did. I caved in after 3 weeks.
Woman: Shame. Three weeks is quite long to go without.
Man: This time I really mean it. I just got the news that my uncle was diagnosed
with lung cancer.
Woman: I’m so sorry to hear this.
Man: Now I have no excuse really, I must quit.

SMOKING – dohányzás



What’s up with you?                                   Mi van veled?

You’re right.                                                 Igazad van.

What’s going on?                                         Mi történik? Mi folyik itt?

You’re doing the right thing.                      Helyesen cselekszel.

Just keep it up.                                            Csak így tovább!

It was the best decision ever.                    Ez volt a lehető legjobb döntés.
 
The doctor said he had no choice.            Az orvos azt mondta, hogy nincs 
                                                                       más választása. 
I challenged my brother to see 
who can go without a smoke longer.        Próbára tettem a testvéremet, hogy 
                                                                       lássuk, ki bírja tovább cigi nélkül. 

Shame.                                                          De kár!

This time I really mean it.                           Most igazán komolyan gondolom.

I’m so sorry to hear this.                             Nagyon sajnálom.Sajnálattal hallom.

I have no excuse.                                         Nem hozakodhatok elő semmilyen 
                                                                       kifogással.
 

Important Phrases and words 



jumpy                                   ideges 

antsy                                     nyugtalan
 
to quit smoking                   abbahagyni a dohányzást

nicotine patch                      nikotintapasz

to work                                  működik 
  
to keep doing something    állandóan csinál valamit

counsellor                             tanácsadó 

to break up                           szakítani valakivel

to challenge somebody       kihívni/próbára tenni valakit

to cave in                              felad valamit, beadja a derekát

to be diagnosed with           valamilyen betegséget állapítanak meg nála

lung cancer                           tüdőrák
 

Important Phrases and words 


