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UNIT 2

How to find an apartment? - Hogyan talaljunk
lakast?
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lakdhely, lakasok, melleknevek eés hatarozok Lakohelylink bemutatasa
lakaskereses




Bob and Susan are going to get married soon, and they want to find a flat where they can start their life
together. They began to look at flats last week. Now they are at their friends’ place, and talking about
their plans to find a nice place.

Susan: Bob and | looked at several flats last week.

Bob: We looked nearly everywhere: in the city, in the suburbs ... and we can’t decide. If we rent a house
in the suburbs we'll have to drive, which is quite expensive nowadays with these petrol prices.

Susan: We looked at every kind of flats: one bedroom, two bedrooms. | can't even remember all the
places we saw. I'm also quite confused, | don't really understand terms like security deposit, leases,
and utilities.

Tim: Wait a minute! Before you start looking at flats, you should decide what kind of property you'd like
to rent, and where you'd like to live. If you know what you want, it'll be much easier to find a place!
Susan: I'd like a small house in the suburbs, three bedrooms, with a dishwasher, air-conditioning, and a
swimming pool nearby.

Bob: Sure! And | would like a villa by the seaside. Susan you know that we can’t afford such a big house.
Tim: Did you make a budget? Do you know how much you can afford?

Bob: Well, actually, we didn't.

Tim: First of all, you have to decide how much you can afford. The rent of a flat and the utilities should
cost less than one third of your monthly budget. Then you should decide what kind of flat you want,
how many rooms you want, you want it furnished or unfurnished. After you decided everything, you can
start looking at places.

Bob: Do you have any idea where we can find out about properties for rent?

Tim: First you should decide where you want to live - in the city or in the suburbs, which neighbourhood
you like. Then surf the internet as there are plenty of websites that deal with property rentals and sales.
Susan: Is the internet the only way to get information about flats for rent?

Eve: There are other ways to find out about properties. Drive or walk around the neighbourhood you like
and look for ‘rent signs’. Pop in the local estate agent’s, they generally have a bulletin board with °
notices about flats for rent. But be careful, if you use rental services, the agency may charge a fee!
Peter: At last, but not least talk to your friends and people at work. They may know about places for
rent.
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several - szamos

nearly - majdnem

suburb - kilvaros

to decide - elddnteni, elhatarozni

to rent - kibérelni

nowadays - manapsag

petrol prices - izemanyag arak
confused - 6sszezavarodott

term - szakszo, szakkifejezés

security deposit - biztonsagi letét
lease - bérbeadas

utilities - rezsi

property - ingatlan

nearby - kdozelben

by the seaside - a tengerparton

can afford to - megengedheti maganak
budget - koltségvetés, keretdsszeg
one third - egyharmad

monthly - havi

furnished - butorozott

unfurnished - butorozatlan
neighbourhood - szomszédsag, kornyék
to surf the internet - bongészni az interneten
to deal with - foglalkozni valamivel
rental - bérbeadas

sales - eladas

rent sign - kiado tabla

to pop in - benézni valahova

estate agent - ingatlaniigynok

bulletin board - hirdet6 tabla

to charge a fee - felszamolni egy dijat
at last but not least - végil, de nem utolsésorban
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It is a lovely and safe neighbourhood.

Ez egy kellemes és biztonsagos kornyék.

The bedroom gets a lot of natural light.
A halészoba sok természetes fényt kap.

The flat's got a central heating.
A lakasban kozponti f(ités van.

In the bedroom there is a fitted carpet.
A halészobaban padlész6nyeg van.

The living-room's got an open fire.
A nappaliban van egy kandallé.

There's a lot of storage space.
Rengeteg tarolohely van.

It's got double glazing.
Duplafalu tivegablak van.
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Where do you live? In a house or in a flat?
Let’s 1learn the name of different kinds of
homes!

1. You live in a detached house if it stands in its own grounds.

2. Ahouse is semi-detached or duplex if it is joined to another house. You can also
call it semi.

3. Youlive in a terraced house if your house is in a terrace or row of houses.

4. If you live in a flat or apartment, your home is in a block of flats or is part of an
older house.

5. A cottage is usually a small house in the country.

6. A bungalow is a house with only one floor.

bungalow - bungald
cottage - kunyho, nyarag, vidéki haz
detached house - 6nallo csaladi haz
apartment/flat - [akas
semi-detached house - ikerhaz
terraced house - sorhaz




Maya’'s landlord is planning to sell the house where she lives now, so she is looking
for a new place to stay. Yesterday she found two flats for rent. She liked both of
them, so now she finds hard to decide which one to choose. Give her some useful
advice! That's what Maya says about herself and about the flats:

First of all, let me introduce myself. I'm in my mid-20’s, and | work as a secretary in
an office. | usually leave work after 5 pm. | usually have things to do on weekdays but
at weekends | tend to be at home. | like cooking and gardening. | don’t have a car; |
walk to work as | live in the city centre now.

... and now, about the flats.

Flat 1 is in the suburbs (about 8 kilometres from my place of work). It's a flat on the
ground floor of a four-storey block of flats, in a quiet street. The building has two
small courtyards. It's about 5 minutes’ walk from the nearest bus station. The main
street has nice shops and cafes.

Flat 2 is in the centre, right in the business district, in an eight-storey building. It also
has a small balcony. It has a lot of public transport options, but as it's in the business
area | don’t think there is much life around there at weekends. This flat is nicer than
the first one, it has more beautiful carpets and it's much lighter, too. It is 10 % more
expensive than the one in the suburbs. However, Flat 1 is more spacious, and it has
two courtyards, so | could do some gardening in my free time.
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landlord - haziur, fébérlo

both of them - mindketté

to find hard to - nehéznek talalni valamit
useful - hasznos

advice (nem megszamldhatd!) - tandacs
to tend to - hajlani valamire

on the ground floor - a foldszinten
four-storey - négyemeletes

block of flats - tombhaz

courtyard - udvar

business district - GUzleti negyed

public transport - tomegkozlekedés
option - lehetdség

10% more expensive - 10 szazalékkal dragabb
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How to give advice?

YOU SHOULD choose Apartment 1, because it's in a quieter area.
Az 1-es szamu lakast KELLENE valasztanod, mert egy csendesebb kornyéken van.

WHY DON’'T YOU ask around in the neighbourhood?
MIERT NEM kérdezel kérbe a kdrnyéken?

TAKE MY ADVICE AND choose Apartment 2, because it’s right in the centre.
FOGADD MEG A TANACSOM ES valasztd a 2-es lakast, mert az pont a kézpontban
van.

YOU HAD BETTER think it over twice before you decide.
JOBBAN TENNED, HA &tgondolnad kétszer, mielStt dontesz.

YOU OUGHT TO ask your mother’s opinion, too.
KI KELLENE kérned az anyukad tanacsat is.

IF | WERE YOU, | WOULD choose Apartment 2.
A HELYEDBEN EN az 1-es lakast VALASZTANAM.

FOLLOW MY ADVICE AND have a look at both the apartments once again!
KOVESD A TANACSOM ES nézd meg mindkét lakast még egyszer!
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Describe the flat in the
picture!

This is a three-bedroom flat with a large living room and a
spacious dining room. There is also a kitchen and two
bathrooms. | think it's suitable for a family with two
children, as there is a bedroom for the parents, and another
one for the kids. There are also two separate bathrooms,
one with only a shower, and another one where there is also
a bathtub. There is no balcony to the flat.

| ytbridge!




Describe the room in
the picture!

There is a living-room in the picture. As far as | can see, it is
a spacious room, full of natural light. There are two big, red
armchairs opposite to each other, with a coffee-table
between them, in the middle of the room. The armchairs
seem to be comfortable. There is also a smaller, beige
armchair in one of the corners, next to the fire place. Above
the fireplace there is a mirror. On both sides of the mirror
there is a window. On the mantelpiece there is a vase and a
clock. The room looks rustic with its yellow walls, fire-place
and colours.
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